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The Educator’s Ethos Empowering Autonomous Knowledge Production
in Chinese Pedagogy: Values, Logic, and Pathways
ZHAO Meng-lei', WANG Xiao—yan®

(1. School of Education, Huaibei Normal University;
2. Institute of Educational Theory, National Institute of Education Sciences)

Abstract: A profound understanding and active practice of the spirit of educators provides a powerful driving force
for advancing the autonomous knowledge production of Chinese pedagogy. As a symbolic concept of China’s indigenous
educational knomedge, the spirit of educators embodies the voice of building a strong educational nation, the aspiration
for a century- long pursuit of autonomy, and the pathway toward international influence, thus laying a solid foundation
for the development of autonomous knomedge in Chinese pedagogy. By empowering such knowedge production, the
spirit of educators contributes to multiple dimensions of logic: it provides vaue orientation that inspires innovation; it
fosters cultural inheritance that deegpens nationa identity; it supports subjectivity construction that reinforces agency; it
encourages practice- oriented transformation that enhances contextua relevance; and it promotes global governance that
broadens international engagement. Based on these dimensions, to truly empower the autonomous knowledge production
of Chinese pedagogy with the spirit of educators, it is essential to strengthen the spiritual guidance to ensure the “di-
rectionality” of knowledge production, to enhance the cultural identity to solidify its
the subjective consciousness to deepen its  “autonomy”, to emphasize the integration of theory and practice to improve

“national character”, to cultivate

its “contextual relevance”, and to embrace a global perspective to advance its “international significance.”
Key words: spirit of educators; Chinese pedagogy; autonomous knowledge production; subjective consciousness
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