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Narrative Neural Beings and Its Implications for Teaching
YAN Yan
(School of Education, Huaibei Normal University , Huaibei 235000, China)

Abstract: Neuroscience explains the principles underlying the occurrence of learning and
the acquisition of knowledge through reductionism featured by the formation of neural cir-
cuits. The most extreme view of reductionism reduces personality to synaptic connectivity.
Yet, reductionism fails to account for how synaptic connections can evolve into our lan-
guage, concepts, and thoughts. We are not “synaptic selves” but “narrative selves”. Narra-
tive is a deep-seated structure of human beings. More importantly, visual perceptions are our
most advantageous narrative ability in this world and bring us, as nerves, into the narrative.
Grounded in the narrative-based visual nervous system, teachers can creatively utilize their
bodies as dynamic systems to narrative the conceptualized and abstract forms of knowledge in
the visual space, which can significantly improve students’ ability to acquire new knowledge.

Key words: narrative neural beings; conceptualization as neurological activity; dominant

visual perception; embodied knowledge
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